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Mary Haddock, administrative secretary in
the Registrar's Office, was one of scores
of faculty, staff, administrators and students who participated in The U of M's first
annual spring clean-up this spring. The
event was designed to create awareness
and instill pride in the beauty of the campus. Employees left their regular workstations for a few hours to pick up trash and
debris and show their dedication to the
University. (Photo by Elizabeth Walker)

Cream of the Crop
Three graduate programs at
The University of Memphis are listed among the best in the nation as
rated by U.S. News & World
Report, and officials say they are
hearing about it from prospective
students. "People check those
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ratings ," said Dr. Maurice Mendel,
dean of the School of Audiology and
Speech-Language Pathology.
The school's audiology program
is rated eighth out of 50 programs
ranked by the publication; the
speech pathology program is listed
10th out of 118. "A significant portion of the people who have been
accepted for admission have told us
that they were influenced by the
ratings," Mendel said.
The University's graduate program in rehabilitation counseling
was ranked 30th in the nation by
the magazine. Dr. Ronnie Priest,
chair of the Department of Cou nseling, Educational Psychology and
Research, said he has seen some
increase in inquiries about the program since th e ratings came out.
"We have begun to see an increase
in prospective students asking for
information about the program,
an d people mention that they have
seen the ratings," Priest said.
"We are always glad when any
of ou r programs are recognized like
this," said Dr. Linda Brinkley, vice
provost for research and dean of
the Graduate School. "But the real
measure of a program is the success of our stu dents in their
careers. Our graduates are the best
testimony about the quality of the
education they receive here."

The Language of Cooperation
The president of Huazhong
Normal University in Wuhan,
China, visited The University of
Memphis recently to talk about
renewing faculty and student
exchange programs. One of the
major topics of discussion between
Qing Shen Wang and President V.
Lane Rawlins was expanding the
University's International Master
of Business Administration program to China.
Dr. Ben Kedia, who heads the
Wang Center for International
Business, said The U of M first
established an exchange program
with Huazhong Normal University
in 1987. The relationship has been

student in the College of
Communication and Fine Arts this
fall. Clear Channel Communications
Inc., which operates Memphis stations WDIA, WHRK, KJMS and
KWAM, has given $1,000 to the college. The money will be used to
defray tuition costs for a minority
student seeking a degree in communication or broadcast journalism.
The WDIANat D. Williams
Academic Award honors Williams,
who worked for WDIA for a quarter of
a century and who was the first black
disc jockey to work south of the
Mason-Dixon Line.
President V. Lane Rawlins and Qing Shen
Wang, president of Huazhong Normal
University, exchange gifts during Wang's
visit to The University of Memphis. His trip
to campus was the latest in a series of visits between The U of M and the Chinese
institution. (Photo by Don Reber)

dormant for several years, and the
International MBA program is a natural point on which to renew the
exchange, Kedia said. The IMBA program is an intense two-year curriculum designed to prepare students to
work in the international marketplace. "China is growing in importance in international trade," Kedia
said. "We would like to offer our
IMBA students the option of spending
a summer on the Huazhong campus
learning to speak the language. Then
they would spend a four-month
internship with a business in China."
Dr. Hsiang-te Kung, chair of
geography, said Wang discussed several possible exchange proposals
involving students and faculty. Kung
said he hopes U ofM faculty members will be able to go to China to
teach English at Huazhong Normal
University, as they have done before,
while Huazhong professors come to
Memphis to study, teach Chinese or
conduct research.

Dollars for DJs
A contribution to The University
of Memphis in honor oflongtime disc
jockey Nat D. Williams will benefit a

ing myths about gangs and investigating the impact of gangs on a community. The conference was designed
for community volunteers, school
teachers, youth leaders, sociologists
and law enforcement officials.

Around the World at The U of M
Approximately 140 gifted and
talented high school students from
throughout Tennessee attended the
Governor's School for International
Studies on campus this summer. They
studied the language, culture, history
and geography of various regions of
the world, including Latin America,
Eastern Asia, Africa, Europe and the
Middle East.
The students, who will be entering their junior and senior years this
fall, were assigned to teams that each
concentrated on one of the regions .
After studying the region, they formulated solutions to current problems faced by those areas.
The Governor's School at The
U of M has been operating since 1986.

Taking Aim at Violence
An investigative reporter and a
nationally recognized authority on
youth violence were among the speakers during a satellite videoconference
about gangs held at the Fogelman
Executive Center on campus this
summer. "Gangs, Community and
Corrections" was sponsored by the
Mid-South Training Institute. Cosponsors were the Memphis-Shelby
County Crime Commission, Juvenile
Court of Memphis and Shelby County
Pre-trial Services.
Discussions focused on identifying gangs, creating strategies for
cooperation among law enforcement
and community organizations, expos-

The jury is in-

and the verdict is that University alumni love
their magazine! The University of Memphis
Magazine staff would like to thank the hundreds of alumni who returned their readership surveys and took the time to offer
advice and comments.
An overwhelming majority (87 percent)
of readers ranked the publication's content,
writing, photography and design as superior
or above average. For 73 percent of
respondents, reading the magazine increases their understanding and appreciation of
the University. Alumni indicated that they
were most interested in reading about their
classmates' achievements, followed by articles about University programs and activities, brief news items, research projects and
in-depth profiles.
Your magazine was also recently chosen the best university magazine in the
state by the Tennessee College Public
Relations Association when it won the
Grand Award in the organization's 1998
Communications Competition.
We will use your comments and survey results as we continue to improve the
magazine. You may e-mail story ideas and
suggestions to Elizabeth Jane Walker,
publications editor, at ejwalker@memphis.
edu or mail them to Campus Box 526635;
The University of Memphis; Memphis, TN
38152-6635. Send e-mail submissions for
the "Class Notes" section of Columns to
Gabrielle Maxey, communications
coordinator, at alumni@cc. memphis.edu
or send her mail to the Alumni Center;
The University of Memphis; Memphis,
TN 38152.
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based on a variety of weather
scenarios, Ellis said. On a longterm basis, he said, the research
will help urban planners identify
landslide-prone areas.

Excellent Chair

By studying landslides in California, Dr. Michael Ellis is exploring the relationship among climate
changes, earthquake activity and topography The NSF part of his study uses a computer model to
simulate development of a natural landscape over millions of years. The NASA portion of the project
maps recent California landslides using satellite-based radar data. "Even those faults that are
exposed at the surface, where they can be examined by field geologists, are poorly understood," said
Ellis. "We will be providing seismologists with more constraints for earthquake hazard analysis. "

Shake, Rattle and Roll
A University of Memphis scientist is using satellite-based radar
and a sophisticated computer system
to search for warning signs oflandslides in California's earthquake
zone. Dr. Michael A. Ellis of the
Center for Earthquake Research
and Information and colleagues in
Ireland and California are looking
for a connection between topography,
earthquake activity and climate
changes. The National Science
Foundation and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration are funding the study with
$375,000 in grants over the next
three years. Their research involves
two separate but related projects,
both centered around earthquakegenerating faults in the Los Angeles
and San Francisco areas, and both
focused on climate changes as a possible factor in landslides.
Scientists are sure that potentially disastrous landslides are
linked to earthquake activity along
faults in the Earth's crust, Ellis
said. But they don't know the role
4

climate changes play in the slides
that have closed highways and sent
expensive homes tumbling from the
sides of bluffs and mountains.
"The 1997 and 1998 landslides in
California were due to short-term
changes in the climate caused by El
Nino," Ellis said. "The heavy rains
saturated the ground, and the land
just started sliding away."
But Ellis and his colleagues want
to know whether long-term climate
changes-over hundreds to thousands
of years-will affect the distribution
and size of landslides. They seek
answers to such questions as: How
can several hundred years of relatively dry weather affect landslide-prone
terrain? How much rain does it take
to trigger a slide following a minor
earthquake?
The researchers will be able to
use the computer data to look back
thousands of years to compare
landslide activity with long-term
climate changes. But they will also
be able to address the distribution
and size of potential landslides

An electrical engineer who is also
a medical doctor has been appointed
to a Chair of Excellence professorship
at The University of Memphis. Dr.
Michael R. Neuman, formerly of Case
Western Reserve University, will fill
the Herbert Herff Chair of Excellence
in Biomedical Engineering. Neuman,
who holds a medical degree as well as
a doctorate in electrical engineering,
is a specialist in biosensors, instruments that measure small concentrations of materials in blood and tissue.
The U of M has 24 endowed professorships established as part of the
state's Chairs of Excellence program,
which combines private contributions
with state funds to provide a minimum $1 million endowment for each
professorship. Two of the endowed
professorships within the Herff
College of Engineering are in biomedical engineering; both were endowed
by gifts from the Herff Trust.

Standing Up for Human Rights
An academic counselor and a
junior majoring in biology were honored in April for their leadership in
the realm of human rights. Joy R.
Stout (MEd '79), who has advised

thousands of students in the Center
for Student Development since 1985,
received the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Human Rights Award during a
unity luncheon on campus. Anna J.
Fong accepted the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Scholarship.
The annual awards by the
University's Human Relations
Standing Committee recognize individuals who have done outstanding
work to improve human relations and
social justice in the nonviolent tradition of the late civil rights leader. A
former chair of the committee, Stout
was a guiding light for creation of the
University's unity quilt, which was
fashioned by employees, and the
planting of a Japanese maple "unity
tree" on campus. She has worked to
foster closer relations between the
University and church congregations
in Memphis. She also has served as
campus adviser to Black Scholars
Unlimited, the Peer Mentor Program
and the Epsilon Epsilon chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.
Fong, a premedical student, has
been a leader in campus organizations and numerous humanitarian
endeavors. She serves as co-president
of The U of M International Student
Association, second co-secretary of
the Student Activities Council, an
executive board member of the Thai
Student Association and as a member
of the Student Ambassador Board.
Fong was also co-chair of the Student
Government Association's 1998
Project Unite and a student representative to the University's Council of
Eighty, which promotes racial understanding on campus.

Writing on the River

Joy Stout

T H E UNIVERS I TY OF MEMP HI S

A visit by award-winning author
KimAddonizio concluded the 199798 River City Writers Series at The
U of M. Addonizio, who has been
awarded several fellowships including two from the National Endowment for the Arts, also conducted a
workshop during her visit to the
University.
The winner of a Pushcart Prize

and a poetry medal from the
Commonwealth Club, Addonizio has
published two collections of poetry,
The Philosopher's Club and Jimmy
and Rita, and co-authored The Poet's
Companion: A Guide to the Pleasures
of Writing Poetry. Her work has appeared in such journals and anthologies as American Poetry Review, New
England Review, Paris Review, The
Maverick Poets and Sextet One: Six
Powerful American Voices.

Martha Shields

And Novel Makes Three
Behold the heroine of contemporary romance fiction. She's stronger,
more assertive than her Gothic predecessors. She accomplishes as many
daring rescues as any male protagonist. She's not necessarily looking for
Mr. Right, but when he shows upand he always does-she easily
matches wits with him.
Martha Shields (MA '93), marketing manager for The U of M
Continuing Education division,
knows what attributes are required of
today's best-selling fictional heroines;
she's read and dissected hundreds of
paperback romance novels. She's also
written a few.
This month, bookstores began
carrying Shields' second published
novel, And Cowboy Makes Three. The
first novel in the series, Home Is
Where Hank Is, was named a finalist

in a 1995 national writing competition. The series' third installment,
The Million-Dollar Cowboy, will be
released in January of 1999.

A "Fair Chance" Partnership
The Department of Human
Movement Sciences and Education
has begun a partnership that will
provide inner-city youth with a "fair
chance" to build their bodies and
minds. Sponsored by the University
and Memphis Youth Fair Chance, the
Urban Youth Wellness Initiative is
providing healthy, fun-filled and
exciting activities to strengthen participants' minds, bodies and character. Young people involved in the
program participate in team sports
and recreation, communication and
social skills building, nutrition education, fitness and exercise conditioning
and noncompetitive and trust-building games.
Activities are conducted on campus and at the Porter Gymnasium
near downtown Memphis. Officials
expect participants to become healthier and to perform better in school.

Award Named for Sparger
The Tennessee Association on
Higher Education and Disability has
honored the University's director of
Student Disability Services by naming an award in her honor. The Dona
Sparger Award will be given to an
individual who has made outstanding
contributions in the field of disabilities. Sparger was instrumental in
establishing the AHEAD organization
in Tennessee and served as the association's first president.
Dr. Donald Carson, University
vice president for student affairs and
vice provost for enrollment services,
said of the honor, "It is well deserved
recognition for her leadership efforts
in the field and also for the respect
she has earned from her colleagues.
Dona is one of the very best anywhere-not just in Tennessee."
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Halt! Officers Rejuvenate Careers

President V. Lane Rawlins and the Rev. Benjamin L. Hooks, retired executive director of the NAACP,
sign documents officially donating Hooks' papers to The University of Memphis. The ceremony was
part of The U of M's observance of the 30th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 's assassination
in Memphis. Hooks, who was one of King's close associates, says he hopes his papers will become
available for young people as well as for scholars. "So many of them have heard of Martin Luther
King, and that's fine," Hooks said. "But our young people don 't know about the other people who were
involved in the movement." (Photo by Larry Inman)

Hooks Donates Slice of History
A collection ofletters and documents that provide a rare insider's
look at America's long civil rights campaign has been turned over to The
University of Memphis.
"I'm trying to get beyond just
putting the papers in a room for people who are doing research," said the
Rev. Benjamin L. Hooks, who has been
involved in civil rights activities since
the 1950s. "There is a story to be told,
and I want to tell it."
It may be a year before the Hooks
collection is available for scholars,
journalists and others interested in
examining the correspondence, program notes, meeting transcripts and
other papers. Ed Frank (BA '76), curator of the library's Mississippi Valley
Collection, said it will be that long
before processing and cataloging the
papers can be completed.
The Hooks collection is intended
to become the focal point of a research center where historians,

political scientists, journalists and
other scholar s can study the long
fight for equal treatment for
America's minorities.
Hooks and members of The
U of M's political science faculty are
working on plans to establish the
Ben Hooks Institute for Social
Change a t the University. The institute is intended to sponsor an array
of educational programs, research
and training to address urban problems such as poverty, crime and economic development.
Hooks, who has been a banker,
businessman, lawyer, judge, Federal
Communications Commission member
and preacher, retired as executive
director of the NAACP in 1993 after
16 years at the helm of the nation's
oldest civil rights organization. He
became an adjunct professor of political science a t The U of M shortly after
his r etirement.

The U of M a nd the MemphisShelby County Crime Commission are
joining to offer mid-career education
for law enforcement executives. The
Mid-South Training Institute will fill
a long-standing need for leadership
and management training for police in
this region, said Crime Commission
President Robert Bryden. "Experts in
investigation are not necessarily
experts in management and accountability," Bryden added. The Crime
Commission is providing $75,000 in
initial funding for the project.
Richard Janikowski, a criminology professor at the University who is
directing the institute, said workshops
and continuing education courses in
subjects such as labor relations and
leadership will be offered initially.
Courses will be geared to law enforcement, corrections and court system
employees. Eventually, the institute
will offer extended courses, including
some classes for state and local officials outside of law enforcement. The
first workshops are scheduled for this
fall.
"There is no shortage of training
programs for people who are just getting into law enforcement,"
Janikowski said. "The problem is in
providing management, leadership
and specialized training after the law
enforcement officer has been on the
job for a few years. There have been
no permanent training programs in
the Mid-South."

Awards for Excellence
The University of Memphis honored some of its best teachers and
researchers with trophies and checks
totaling $37 ,000 during the annual
Faculty Convocation.
At the same time, 27 faculty members representing 726 years of service
to the University were recognized as
they began their retirement.
The convocation included a presentation by Steven J . Ross, a professor of communication and the 1998
winner of the Board of Visitors
Eminent Faculty Award. Dr. James F.

Short Jr., a professor emeritus of
Washington State University, delivered the convocation address, "On
Defining Elephants: Reflections on
Academia and the Academic Career."
The Thomas W. Briggs
Foundation Excellence in Teaching
Award was presented to Dr. Thomas
Caplinger, a math professor, and Dr.
Ruthbeth Finerman of anthropology.
The award, which was given for the
first time in 1997, includes $5,000 for
each recipient.
The Alumni Association's Distinguished Research Award, which
includes a $2,000 cash prize, was presented to Dr. M. Shah Jahan, a professor of physics, and Dr. Sharam
Pezeshk, an associate professor of
civil engineering. The $2,000 Alumni
Association Distinguished Teaching
Awards were given to Dr. Clifton V.
Dixon and Dr. John A. Kupfer of the
Department of Geography; Dr.
Charles H. McNutt, an anthropology
professor who retired after 34 years
at The U of M; and Dr. Sam Morgan
(BS '59), a professor of psychology.

A University of Memphis health
research and education team has won
$50,000 in an international contest to
design an advertisement promoting
the use of nicotine replacement therapy in stop-smoking treatments.
The ad, based on an idea from
U ofM Prevention Center staff members, uses the theme "Think Nicotine
Kills? Think Again." Dr. Marian Levy,
coordinator of the Prevention Center's

Teachers Take Wing
The University of Memphis held
its 36th annual aerospace education
workshop for West Tennessee teachers in June.
Dr. Joseph F. Crabtree, who has
headed the program since 1983, said
teachers from public and private
schools in West Tennessee were introduced to aviation and space exploration through lectures, flight
instruction and tours of local airport
and air traffic control facilities .
Crabtree said the idea behind
the aerospace education workshop is
to provide teachers with an understanding of the role aviation plays
in society, so they can incorporate
the information into their normal
curricula. Among other things,
teachers enrolled in the basic course
were given four hours of flight
instruction in a light aircraft. Those
who completed the workshop were
granted three semester hours of
academic credit.
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Good Thinking

variety of health-related projects,
including the Memphis Smoking
Prevention Project. The project has
developed a health education curriculum that is being used in the
Memphis City Schools to make students aware of the health risks of
smoking.
The "Clearing the Air Around
Nicotine" contest was sponsored by
pharmaceutical manufacturers
SmithKline Beecham and
Pharmacia & U pjohn Inc. The
award was offered as part of efforts
to tell smokers the real causes of
smoking-related diseases. Many
smokers wrongfully attribute cancer
to nicotine, she said, making them
reluctant to 11se nicotine replacement
therapy to quit smoking. Medical
research indicates that while nicotine
is highly addictive, cancer and other
smoking-related diseases are caused
by tar and other materials in the
smoke.
Prevention Center team members receiving the advertising
award, in addition to Levy and
Klesges, are Allison Hillman, Claudia
McFerren-Jones (MA '94), Kris Motley
(BSEd '94) and Leslie A. Robinson
(PhD '90).

Osborn Premieres Series
The University of Memphis' 100,000th graduate marched across the stage at May commencement. Katie Schwie of Germantown,
Tenn. , received a Bachelor of Arts degree,
magna cum laude, during the ceremonies at
The Pyramid. As the 100,000th graduate,
she received a gift bag containing U of M
clothing and other University keepsakes.
Gov. Don Sundquist presented her diploma
and delivered the commencement address.
About 1,500 degrees were conferred during
the event. (Photo by Joey Fasullo)

Memphis Smoking Prevention Project
and one of those who developed the
ad, said the $50,000 prize will be put
into the center's smoking prevention
efforts.
The Prevention Center, headed by
Dr. Robert C. Klesges, is involved in a

During spring semester, U of M
professor emeritus Michael Osborn
presented the inaugural lecture for
a series named in his honor.
Sponsored by the College of
Communication and Fine Arts and
the Department of Communication,
the lecture, "Powerful Days in
Memphis: Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and the Challenge of Liberal
Rhetoric," addressed the 1968 Poor
People's Campaign and the
Memphis Sanitation Workers'
strike.
A visiting scholar will be invited
to give the lecture and spend a few
days on campus visiting graduate
classes and discussing issues with
faculty and staff. The lecture is also
sponsored in part by Dr. Michael and
Suzanne Osborn.
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BY LES SEAGO
AT 6:30 P.M. ON A FRIDAY IN THE COMMUNICATION
and Fine Arts Building, chaos rules.
"Who's on camera two?" yells one student.
"I don't have sound!" shouts another.
"The tape is off the head on nine," echoes a cry,
as students hurry to produce a television news program.
With a mischievous grin, Dr. Jim Redmond
decides to test Joely Savell's concentration while the
anchorwoman-for-a-night rehearses her script.
Picking up a headset in the
control room, the journalism professor speaks into a
microphone linked to an
earpiece hidden beneath
Savell's hair.
"You know, if I wanted
to, I could really mess with
your mind," Redmond whispers into the mike. "All I have to do is keep talking
like this and repeating what you say, about a quarter-second after you say it and sooner or later you're
going to lose it .... Don't smile ... you're going to stumble ... you'll never get through the script without
breaking up ... don't even think about it."
The only indication that Savell hears her tormentor is a slight widening of her professional smile
as she flawlessly reads the script. Finishing, she

glares into the camera's lens with a triumphant look
meant for Redmond.
"Hey, you're good," the professor says to her
through the intercom. "It's tough when someone's
talking into your ear like that. But that's what you
have to do if you're going to be a television anchor."
REDMOND OUGHT TO KNOW. BEFORE JOINING THE

University of Memphis journalism faculty in 1993,
he was a television reporter, producer and news
anchor for 22 years in
Montana, Oregon and
Colorado.
Now Redmond and
David I. Liban, an assistant professor of communication, have joined
forces to offer a select
group of students a realworld peek at a career in television news production.
Insight, a weekly TV news magazine written and
produced by U of M journalism and communication
students, appears on the local Time-Warner cable
system on Saturday and Sunday nights during the
regular academic year.
Redmond's journalism majors specialize in
radio and television news. Liban's are communication majors interested in directing TV productions.

''You know, if I wanted
to, I could really mess
with your · d."

SUMM ER 1998
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They write and produce the 30-minute program,
meeting Friday evenings to put their production on
tape. Redmond and Liban hover around the project's
periphery, offering technical advice and moral support. "This is the way you really learn how to do it,"
says Redmond. ''You write the scripts, put the video
together and get in front of the camera. You don't get
this kind of intensity in a classroom."
REDMOND'S STUDENTS ROTATE JOBS THROUGH-

out the semester. This week's anchor may be
running the prompter next week, and tonight's
producer could be conducting an interview for
the next program. The students develop local
news stories and adapt videotape from CNN to
fill the 30-minute program. CNN provides access
to their closed-circuit "NewsSource" daily feed
through an antenna dish and a receiver in the
Meeman Journalism Building.

THE SET SUDDENLY BECOMES QUIET AS JOELY SAVELL

and her co-anchor for the night, Lisa Holt, sit up in
their chairs, smile and await the floor director's signal. In the control room, producer Cynthia Janssen
gathers her scripts, notebook and stopwatch and
perches on a bench behind the control panel.
"Roll intro," someone yells and the program
begins. But less than a minute into the opening music

''You don't get this kind of
intensity in a classroom."
and campus scenes, something goes awry.
"Audio problems," Liban announces. "If this happens 10 minutes into the show, we would live with it;

Furiously working to complete Insight on a Friday evening are (from left) graduate student Joyce Webb, Sara Sweitzer (BA '98) and Cynthia
Janssen. Glen Landreth (BA '98) directs.

Liban also shuffles his students throughout the
control room and production floor, which gives them
experience operating cameras, running the sound
board and working the complex videotape machine.
The communication students also take turns producing a free-ranging interview segment for the program.
Tonight's feature centers on a tattoo artist whooperates near campus. When the camera closes in on the
artist manipulating his electric needle on a client's
forearm, the scene triggers a chorus of groans in the
control room.
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but this early, we'll back up and start all over."
The audio problem is quickly fixed, and once
again the introduction begins. This time, there is
no turning back. Segments on Iraq and a Memphis
Zoo expansion are followed by a brief segment on a
baby giraffe at the Knoxville Zoo and the tattoo
artist story. The anchors read their scripts, the
tape appears on time and the audio works. As the
digital clock on the control panel counts off the minutes , Janssen, the producer, deftly trims two segments to fit the time remaining, then worries out
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Gathered in the control
room to mark scripts and
block shots are (from
left) producer Cynthia
Janssen, director Randy
Ridge, Or. Jim Redmond
and assistant director
Alistair Clark.

"I'm a believer in learning from failure, so we
let that happen sometime and then help
them pick up the pieces
t.o do it right. We give
them a chance t.o learn
a lot."
loud when she fears the timing is wrong and she
might come up short.
Then it's over, out on time. An audible sigh of
relief echoes throughout the set as Redmond and
Liban congratulate the crew for a professional job.
"They are pretty much on their own when they get
this far," Redmond says. "They've had the classroom
work, but this is like the real thing. I'm a believer in
learning from failure , so we let that happen sometime and then help them pick up the pieces to do it
right. We give them a chance to learn a lot."
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THE STUDENTS WHO ENROLL IN THE SENIOR-LEVEL

television practicum have already displayed
tremendous potential. "I interview each one,"
Redmond explains. "Just because you want to
take the course doesn't mean you can get in."
Joyce Webb, a graduate student who earned a
bachelor's degree in English at LeMoyne-Owen
College, is one of those who passed Redmond's
interview process. "I wanted to be a television news
reporter," Webb says after a stint on the prompter.
"I knew I needed hands-on experience, and I couldn't get it any other place. This is more than just
'how' to do it; it's 'why' you have to do it certain
ways."
Sara Sweitzer, a senior from Franklin, Tenn.,
has wanted to be a television producer since the
seventh grade . She has had some professional
experience as an assignment editor at Memphis'
WHBQ-TV (Channel 13). "I think the best thing
about this program is that you rotate all the jobs,"
Sweitzer observes. "You have to know what everybody is doing. I don't know any other place where
you can get this kind of experience."
"The learning curve in this course is like, Boom!,"
Redmond says. "The students come in here with some
classroom knowledge; when they leave at the end of
the semester, they know their way around all the
jobs. Most of them are job-ready. If I were still running a television news department, I'd hire just about
every one of these students. " ♦
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In an age when dysfunctional famil;es are often u;ewed as the
soc;etal norm, Fred Jones (BS '71) credits his family as the basis
for his many years of ach;euement.

H

BY JENNIFER N. JAUDON

Jones 'parents, Lula Mae and Freddie Jones,
inculcated in their son a fierce work ethic and a tenacious
attitude. His discipline and hard work have paid off: the
Southern Heritage Classic poured $9.2 million into the
Memphis economy last year alone.
(Photo by David Scruggs)
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e grew up in the harsh environment of
Memphis' projects, the son of former sharecroppers who scraped out a bare existence in
the days ofracially identified drinking fountains. But his parents emphasized education, and Fred
Jones (BS '71 ) paid attention.
Today, Jones credits his family for his long list of
successes: the creation of Star Entertainment and
Summitt Management Corp.; his influence on the
careers of many famous artists; and promotion of one of
the hottest sports happenings in Memphis, the
Southern Heritage Classic, a multimillion-dollar event
billed as a "family affair."
On a dismal Memphis morning, with a fine mist
blanketing the city, Jones sits in his Elvis Presley
Boulevard office clad in his version of a power
suit-sweatshirt, blue jeans and sneakersand ruminates about his roots and achievements.
Born in Memphis, Jones grew up in the
shadow of poverty at the Claiborne
Homes housing project, with a healthy
appreciation for sports and a paramount emphasis on education. "Every
generation, your parents want you to
be better tha n they were," he observes.
"My parents, who came from a background of sharecroppers without ever
having finished school, were doing the
best they could to survive. They always
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encouraged me to keep at it and to do bet ter than they had done."
Embodying strong, determined and rl.isciplined standards, ,Jones' mother helped
foster in him an unswerving tenacity. And
his hardworking father cultivated a deep
relationship that evolved into a partnership
of close confidence and respect. "The fact
that both of my parents were there early on
has probably had the biggest influence on
me," says Jones, who was a model student
at AJonzo Locke Elementary, Porter Junior
High and Booker T. Washington High
School.
As the designated guardian of his grandmother's
pocketbook on trips to the store, the young Jones
exhibited a fascination with numbers that led him to
pursue a degree in finance at The University of
Memphis. But his college career beginning in the fall
of 1966 was at best mediocre.
Stumbling though the first year and a half of
classes, Jones often socialized in one corner of the
Administration Building with a small community of
black students. "We all wanted to go to school and
get a degree," he recalls. "We became pretty close as
anybody does when you go to college." Jones withdrew from the University in the spring 'of 1968,
lured by the temptation of a weekly paycheck.

The Southern Heritage Classic involves much more than a football
game: the extravaganza includes a fashion show, tailgate party, golf tournament, business conference and expo that Jure thousands of tourists to
the city each year. Jones (above) pauses with his wife, Carolyn, who
also works for Summitt Management Corp. (Photos on pages 14- 15 by
Paul Coleman)

After sitting for hours at Union Planters Bank,
,Jones' persistence was rewarded when he was granted the last interview of the day. He walked away
with a job in the audit department in May of] 968, a
position that would drastically alter his future plans
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by providing contact with some of the
most prominent and successful black
entertainers of the time.
Re-enrolling at the University, he
devoted his nights to class and his
days to rubbing elbows with several
artists on the Stax record label including Isaac Hayes, who held accounts at
Union Planters. After graduating from
The U ofM, Jones was offered the
opportunity to serve as manager of
Hayes' wildly popular "Shaft" worldwide tour. "As it turned out it was one
of the best decisions I ever made," he recalls. "I probably wouldn't be where I am now if I hadn't taken
that step to go work for Isaac." For more than four
years, he learned the basics of what he calls a "fast
and furious business" while touring throughout
Europe, the Caribbean, Canada and the United
States.
In 1976 Jones established his first company,
Star Entertainment, while cultivating an enduring
relationship with The Isley Brothers. For several
years the group turned over their advertising, promotion and tour coordination to Jones. His name
was also entwined with the likes of Bill Cosby, Ray
Charles, Stevie Wonder, The Jacksons, Prince,
Luther Vandross, Lou Rawls and Sarah Vaughan
while he promoted events at the Coliseum, the
Orpheum and abroad.
Still striving to reach the pinnacle of his career,
Jones aptly renamed his company Summitt
Management Corp. His focus was soon drawn to a
little-known football game pitting Tennessee State
University against Murray State University, and he
began to dream of producing a major football festival
that would be an economic and social boon to
Memphis.
With more faith than finances , Jones promoted
football as a package entertainment deal to
skeptical college administrators who scoffed, '"We're
talking about the football game, not all this other
stuff.' I would tell them, 'You have to have all the
other stuff to make the football game work.' All
they had to do was show up here, take a few pictures, play a football game and the rest of it was
.
"
m1.ne.
Pooling a meager consulting fee from the House
of Seagram and a second mortgage on his parents'
home, Jones undertook the project. "It's been tough,
but we've been successful from the first game in
1990," Jones says. "The biggest challenge initially
was convincing people in Memphis that we could be
successful with this kind of event. People had gone
to New Orleans, they had gone to Atlanta and
Indianapolis where similar events were big. But
THE IJ N I VE R S ITY OF' MEMPHIS

During halftime at the 1996 Southern Heritage Classic football game, held in Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium, a marching band pays
tribute to Jones.

there was always this apathy in Memphis: 'You can't
do it; you can't do it; you can't do it."'
But the tide of public perception changed as the
show began attracting fans nationwide with a successful melange of football served up with a gala of
Southern delights. Jones' entertainment additionsincluding a tailgate party, concerts, golf tournament,
fashion show, business conference and expo-have
garnered a prestigious roster of corporate sponsors
such as Coca-Cola, AutoZone, Budweiser, Federal
Express, NationsBank
and Nike.
The annual game
between archrivals
Tennessee State
University and
Jackson State
University has exploded in Memphis, experiencing consistent
attendance growth
since its inception.
The Memphis
BB King performs the Classic
economy is singing
Concert at the Mud Island
sweetly to the tune of
Amphitheatre.
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more than $9.2 million accrued by the event last year,
a $3.2 million increase over the last three years.
In addition to the Classic, Summitt has
handled an impressive list that includes such
events as the Memphis, Mississippi Delta and San
Francisco Blues Festivals; Marlboro Music Military
Tour; and Island Events, which produced concerts
on Mud Island.
The man who credits his achievements to a childhood embraced by love of family has transferred those
values to his business while emerging as a role model
to both children and adults. "I've been very successful
and have received a lot of honor from the community
for myself and my family," says Jones, whose wife
Carolyn and son Nathaniel also work for Summitt.
"For somebody who started at -point zero, I'm an
example of what you can achieve if you are focused
and work hard."
Amid the accolades and plaques adorning Jones'
office wall hangs a small card from two of his biggest
fans-his daughters, Leslie and Kari. Upon mentioning the aged treasure, the smile is clearly audible in
Jones' voice. "That's probably the best thing I've got,"
he says. "They were proud of me, of my accomplishments. It lifts you up when you get things like that." ♦
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University of Memphis track stars Jim Reif (at left) and
Jason Wood lead the way for the Tigers in the 800 meter
run at a regional track meet. (Photo by Greg Russell)

Whether on the track, basketball court or baseball diamond, U of M
athletes sizzled this spring. And with Tiger and Lady Tiger coaches
hot on the trail of topnotch recruits, the University's sport's teams are
gearing up to roar into their 1998-99 seasons.

to
BY GREG RUSSELL
i
Despite finishing her career as the Lady
Tigers' second all-time leading scorer, the usually
calm and collected LaTonya Johnson was anything but. It was draft day for the Women's
National Basketball Association, and Johnson
was taking nothing for granted.
"I was worried about not getting a call," says
Johnson. "Stranger things have happened."
But the phone call came, and with it a
ground-breaking moment in Lady Tiger sports:
Johnson became the first female athlete from
The U of M to be drafted into a professional
sports league. The 6-1 shooting guard/forward
was taken in the third round as the 21st pick by
the Utah Starzz of the WNBA, a two-year-old
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women's league supported by the National
Basketball Association.
Head coach Joye Lee-McNelis says Johnson
is "a pioneer in Lady Tiger sports." Former teammate Tamika Whitmore, another player who
likely will be drafted after next season, says
Johnson "put us on the map."
"I think this shows that if you follow your
dreams, anything can happen," Johnson
observes. "I have been told that I am a pioneer at
the University; that really means a lot to me."
As a senior, Johnson averaged 21.9 points a
game and was named to Conference USA's first
team. She was largely responsible for helping the
Lady Tigers to four straight NCAA appearances,
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Lady Tiger standout La Tonya Johnson signs autographs for her fans
after a game. Johnson soared over opponents last season and now
has a home in the WNBA. (Photo by Brian Zimmer)

scoring 2,232 points along the way.
Lee-McNelis recruited John son out of Winchester,
Tenn., where she was Tennessee Player of the Year
and earned Kodak All-America honors after her
senior season . She has joined a Utah team that struggled to a 7-21 inaugural season last summer.
"A lot of the coaches in the WNBA say my versatility is a key, that I can post up smaller guards and
also shoot inside and out," Johnson says. "My goal is
to help the Starzz to a better season than last year."
Well Above Par
The Lady Tigers golf team reaffirmed its position
as one of the top golf squads on the rise with the
team's third straight trip to the NCAA regionals and
a top honor for head coach Debby King.
Paced by Amanda Moltke-Leth, Meredith
Thomas, Naima Ghilain, Valerie Luehrs and Natalie
Tucker, the Lady Tigers spent the season ranked in
the top 15 in the nation. The five players individually
spent much of the year ranked in the top 100, but the
Lady Tigers just missed going to the NCAA finals.
King was named Ladies Professional Golf
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Association (LPGA) 1997 national Coach of the Year,
the first such honor for any coach at The U of M,
according to Lynn Parkes (MEd '76), associate athletic director. "She is a jewel," says Parkes. "She has
done a fabulous job with her program." In three seasons, King has taken the program from relative
obscurity to national prominence.

eight starters from last year's 11-8-2 squad.
"Talent-wise this is the best we have ever had
coming in," Bartels says. "With the new players and
the base of players we have coming back, I think we
will be a surprise in the conference. We had a very
good spring exhibition season, finishing 4-0, including
wins over Vanderbilt and Saint Louis ."

Running to Win
University of Memphis head coach Glenn Hays
calls his 1998 outdoor track and field squad "the best
overall I have had in my 28 years of coaching at the
University." This statement came after the Tigers
placed third out of 11 teams at the Conference USA
championships in Tampa, Fla., finishing behind
perennial powers Houston and Cincinnati. "I have
had teams with more talented individuals; but top to
bottom, this squad was my best," says Hays.
The Tigers had one first-place finish-Kevin
Robinson in the hammer- and a series of second
place finishes at the conference championships:
sprinter Larry Crawford in the 100 and 200 meter
dashes, Jim Reif in the 800 meter, Kevin O'Connell in
the decathlon and Christos Adami des in the pole
vault. The school's 4 x 400 and 4 x 100 relay teams
also had second place finishes at the meet.
Robinson, the best thrower in school history,
ended his collegiate career by returning for the second straight year to the NCAA Outdoor
Championships in Buffalo, N.Y. From Perryville, Mo.,
Robinson holds the school record in the shot put (61-4
3/4), the hammer (191-9) and the 35 lb. weight throw.
Last year he won his division in the shot put at the
prestigious Penn Relays and this year garnered a
third place finish competing against some of the
nation's top athletes at the same meet. Two seasons
ago, he was named Most Outstanding Performer at
the Conference USA Indoor Championships.
"He made an impact on our program like few
before him," Hays says. "We hate to see him go."

Sparkling on the Diamond
A week of remarkable play in early spring by
junior pitcher Craig House and an entire season of
highlights by senior pitcher Cary Hiles put The
U ofM baseball program in the national spotlight.
House, a Memphis Christian Brothers High graduate, was chosen national Player of the Week by
Collegiate Baseball magazine, while Hiles was drafted in the 23rd round of the major league draft by the
Philadelphia Phillies.
In five games during the annual Service
Academies Classic at Millington, Tenn ., House hit
.444, had four home runs, 10 RBI, a 1.167 slugging
percentage and threw a complete game two-hitter to
earn the honors. And at season's end, House earned
first-team Conference USA honors for his 3.33 earned
run average and 4-8 record .
Hiles, a graduate of Memphis' Kirby High School,
posted excell ent numbers both at the plate and on the
mound. The right-hander hit a team-best .318 and led
the Tigers with five saves and a team-low 3.21 ERA.
Hiles, who will be used as a closer by the Phillies,

A Foot, A Head
The U of M's men's soccer team set the stage for a
bright future by signing what head coach Chris
Bartels calls the best group he has recruited since
coming to The U of M in 1988. Bartels picked up
three of the best local high school players in Christian
Brothers midfielder Justin Stralka, Germantown forward Matt Letterman and Houston High midfielder
Stephen Lewis. Edmonton, Alberta, Canada standouts Sean Fraser and Kenny Matsuba, Liam
McGrath of Scotland and Chicago's Todd Gingrich
will join transfers Ryan Schwaigert (Bowling Green),
David Medlock (Missouri-Kansas City) and Taylor
Stirling (Belhaven) for the upcoming season.
Bartels says the Tigers will be looking to replace
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Junior hurler Craig House
(at left) pitched his way
into the national spotlight
with an outstanding week
of baseball that earned
him the National Player of
the Week award. Another
Tiger pitcher, Cary Hiles,
was drafted by the
Philadelphia Phillies.
(Photo by Brian Zimmer)

says he first will be assigned to the single-A shortseason Batavia (N.Y.) Muckdogs of the New YorkPenn League. "I am really excited about this
opportunity; it is something that has really interested
me for a number of years," says Hiles.
Blue-Gray Excitement
If the Tiger's Blue-Gray game ending spring football drills was any indication, football fans will have
much to cheer about this fall when the Tigers open
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the season Sept. 5 in Oxford, Miss., against Ole Miss.
Though just an intrasquad exhibition, the Tigers
showed big play potential during the Blue's 35-14 win
over the Gray before 3,500 spectators at Liberty Bowl
Memorial Stadium.
Quarterback Kenton Evans threw for 309 yards
and three touchdowns and was named the game's
MVP. Receiver Ken Coutain added his name to an
already solid group of receivers by catching three
passes for 108 yards and two touchdowns, including a
68-yard reception in full stride down the left sideline.
Freshman running back Jeff Sanders led the
Tigers' ground attack with 74 yards on 14 carries,
including a 19-ya rd touchdown run, capping off an
impressive spring.
Tiger defensive tackle Tommy Vollmar, a transfer
from the University of Wisconsin, led the Tiger
defense with nine tackles and two sacks. "Defensively,
we will have a lot more experience and a lot more
maturity," head coach Rip Scherer says .
The Tigers will play their first home game
against Mississippi State University Sept. 12.
Courting Success
The U of M's men's basketball team added to
what many consider the fifth best recruiting class in
the nation when they inked 5-10 point guard Keiron
Shine during the spring.
Shine, who averaged 19.2 points and 5.7 assists a
game as a junior college player for Okaloosa-Walton
Community College in Florida, is considered one of
the top 10 junior coll ege point guards in the country.
Shine joins early signees Paris London, a 6-8 forward from Memphis Hamilton High ; Din no Daniels, a
6-0 point guard who averaged 19.1 points a game as
a prep player in Louisiana; 6-5 forward Aaron
Mulvagh of Prescott (Ariz.) Yavapai Communi ty
College; 6-10, 260-pound center Terry Rogers, who
averaged 12.2 points and 12.7 rebounds a game for
Memphis' East High; 6-10 forward Kelly Wise, who
averaged 19.8 points a game and 11.1 rebounds at Ft.
Walton Beach (Fla.) Choctawhachee High; and 6-8
walk-on forward Daniel Weaver of Bartlett (Tenn.)
High . Head coach 'I'ic Price is hoping to sign several
other recruits.
The Lady Tigers meanwhile signed three prepsters who could have an immediate impact on helping
improve on last year's 22-8 mark.
Melissa Abraham , considered the most athletic
player Lee-McNelis has signed, is the "ideal replacement" for the departed LaTonya J'ohnson. The 5-9
guard injured her knee while trying to dunk the ball
in a regular season game, but is expected to be available for preseason practice. The Lady Tigers also
signed 6-5 post player Monica Blaylock and Missouri
girl's player of the year 5-10 guard Lauren Jackson . ♦
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festival awards and honors . But
Ross is proudest of the Erik
Barnou w Award from the
Organization of American
Historians for the year's outstanding documentary. "That means
more to me than the others
because it came from historianspeople who understand what it
means to spend years in
research," Ross says.
"The collaborative experience
was memorable," he says. "None of
us could have made a film that
good on our own."
At the River I Stand was satisfying from an artistic standpoint,
but Black Diamonds, Blues City
was a labor of love for the onetime
Dodgers fan.
Dr. John Haddock, a mathematics professor who was then
associate dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences, began the
Black Diamonds project in 1993
when he hosted a reunion of players from the old Negro Leagues.
Haddock, a baseball history fanatic himself, said he and Curt
McBee, a graduate student who
worked on the players' reunion,
talked about their next step.
"Somebody said, 'We ought to do a
documentary,' and we decided to
call Steve," Haddock says. "I was
incredibly naive. I didn't know it
would take three years ."
Haddock and Ross formed a
partnership that researched,
wrote a script, raised money,
directed and edited. They also
formed a close friendship. "We had
an understanding," says Haddock.
"He got the last word. But he had
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Stills from Ross ' films (clockwise from left) : The Old Forest (Photos
by Ford MacDonald); the Missouri sharecropper documentary
which is Ross ' current project (Photo by Whitman) , Black Diamonds,
Blues City (Photo by Ernest Withers): and A Game of Catch (Photo
by Joan Dheere).

to listen to everything I had to say.
He listened on three levels: he
could li sten to what I had to say
and agree with me, he could li sten
and tell me why it wouldn't work,
or he could listen and just walk
away."
Ross laughs about Haddock's
shock at learning the time
involved in producing a documentary film . "It's like writing a book
in terms of effort," Ross says.
"There's the artistic part of it, the
research and the interpretation.
It's also like being in business. You
have to write a Jot of grants, pay
bills, keep track of money."
Like his other productions,
Ross involved his students in the
production as camera operators,
sound technicians, and in dozens
of other jobs. Black Diamonds cost
about $100,000, about one-fourth
of what a television documentary

company would have spent on the
same production. Ross and
Haddock raised the money from a
variety of sources such as the
Tennessee Humanities Council ,
the Scheidt Family Foundation
and Coopers and Lybrand . "We
can do that because we use students who work for academic cred it," he explains.

RAVE REVIEWS
Black Diamonds,
Blues City was almost
immediately a hit on the
film festival circuit. The
film was invited to festi vals at Louisville, Ky.;
Hot Springs, Ark .; Taos,
N .M.; and Breckenridge,
Colo . It won the
National Educational
Media Festival's Silver
Apple Award, and it has
been featured on PBS .
"I'm a mathematician, and
thi s may sound strange," Haddock
says, "but I consider this film to be
the highlight ofmy academic
career. Steve is just great to work
with . He's willing to get his hands
dirty, and he is a great teacher. I
learned a lot working with him. "
With Black Diamonds com THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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pleted and showing on local public
television stations around the
country, Ross has begun still
another dot:umentary, this one
about sharecropper farmers in the
Missouri Buutheel who rebelled
against their landl ords in 1939.
But Ross is sti ll a teacher; and
accord in g to his students and faculty colleagues, he is as good in
the classroom as he is directing a
film.
Dr. John Bakke, longtime
head of the Communication
Department, was one of several
professors who nominated Russ for
the Board of Visitors Award.
''Whereas Steve's creative activity
is appreciated far and wide,"
Bakke wrote, "as chair of the
department 1 appreciate his teaching .... As much as anyone I know,
Steve Ross is the embodiment of
the arfo;t/teacher, a person who
can do and who can teach others
how to do as well."

THAT'S A WRAP
Ross views the changes in his
profession with mixed feelings .
Film is being replaced by videotape , and modern computer systems simplify editing. "With
modern techniques, yo u can do so

much more," he notes. "But
fewer and fewer people know
how to do 16-millimeter film
projects. Video makes more
and more sense from an economic stan dpoint; if the scene
doesn't go right, you just
rewind a nd do it again, but
with film you've wasted a lot of
money.
"B ut when you do poetic
images, film breathes in a way
that video can't match. You get
more detail. In terms of capturing
a real feel for the sense of place,
film is worth it."
New technology has some definite advantages, however. "The
big improvement is in post-production," Ross explains. "For editing and sound, you have much
better equipment that makes it
easier to do a better job."
Ross has no difficulty finding
projects. He is already thinking
about what he will do after the
Missouri sharecropper documentary is finished in 1999. But he
has a dream project waiting for
just the right time. "I want to do a
film about Winslow Homer,'' says
Ross, who conceived the idea when
he saw some of the American
painter's seascapes in a New York
museum years ago.
"I just don't know," he replies
when asked if he will ever do the
documentary. "It depends on the
right collaborators. You know, you
don't do anything by yourself in
this business. You have to have
good co llaborator s." ♦
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icki Roman Palmer understands risk
management.
Twenty years ago, she was a junior
executive bound for success in banking
when a young Memphis company recruited her to manage its investments. Though hesitant
to accept the position, she took a chance and switched
to overnight shipping. Five years later, she took a second leap of faith when she left the Federal Express
Corp. to manage worldwide pension assets for another growing enterprise, The Coca-Cola Co.
"I decided, no risk, no rewards-what the heck,
I should go for it," recalls Palmer (MBA '80) about that
first career transition. Today she is corporate vice
president and treasurer of Coca-Cola Enterprises Inc.,
a Fortune 150 company with $13 billion in annual
revenues .

On the Road to Achievement
Even as a young management trainee, Palmer
set high goals and pursued them with vigor.
"Vicki was always focused and determined, confident in her abilities, and she knew where she was
going. She definitely had a road map for success," says
James B. Stafford III, now vice president and manager of consumer loan review for First Tennessee
Bank.
"We had high expectations for Vicki," adds John
Kelley, president of Memphis Banking Group, First
Tennessee. "I had no doubt that she would be an executive from the day I met her."
Palmer's future in banking seemed assured. Her
work ethic, shaped by childhood experiences and
sharpened through the years, would serve her well.

As a youngster, Palmer
had helped raise two younger
brothers and take care of her
chronically ill mother. She was an outstanding student at Memphis South
Side High School, a cheerleader and valedictorian.
Although she had planned to attend Yale
University, Palmer chose to stay in Memphis and pursue a bachelor's degree at Rhodes College. "I decided it was really my responsibility to stay home as the
oldest and the only girl to do what I could to help out
at home," she explains. Palmer has never regretted
the decision; her mother died after her first year of
college.
Palmer's upbringing fueled her determination to
always do her best. "Underlying everything was just
that I never wanted to disappoint my parents and my
grandparents. My family had enough to worry
about ...if I could provide any sort of joy, then that
would be the greatest gift that I could give them."

An Overnight Change
Two years out of college, Palmer was completing
management training at First Tennessee when a
seven-year-old Memphis company experiencing growing pains recruited her to manage its investments.
She felt she lacked the expertise the job required.
"I told Federal Express I didn't have a clue about
pension investments," recalls Palmer. "Their retort
was, 'Well that's fine. At this stage of our growth, we
don't know a lot about it either. So come on over here
and learn it. Teach us as you learn."'
Federal Express Corp.'s initial public stock
offering coincided with Palmer's first day on the job;
the company "literally took off like a rocket," Palmer
says. So did the career of its new investments manager.
Those were heady days after FedEx went public: People could take on as much responsibility as
they wanted, and aspiring executives discovered

plenty of latitude to grow professionally. Palmer
thrived on the challenge, working long days and
earning a master's degree at night. "It's not the preferred way to get one's master's degree, but in my
case it was a blessing," Palmer says. "Federal
Express was growing so fast during the time I was
there, I actually got a double MBA: I got my MBA
from The University of Memphis , but I a lso got my
on-the-job MBA."
During the next five years, she rose to manager of corporate finance at FedEx. In 1983 a ca ll from
The Coca-Cola Co. in Atlanta took her by surpri se;
Coke was seeking someone to manage its worldwide

pension assets.
"I didn't even have a resume," says Palmer, who
had never considered leaving Memphis . "I thought
there was no chance I would get this job, but I owed
it to myself to go check it out. Wh en they made an
offer, I had a real decision to make.
"Again, I decided that I was young enough and
single; if ever I were going to make a change, it was
probably the right time to do it. It was a very difficult decision. But it's not every day Th e Coca-Cola
Co. comes knocking on your door, and I knew I
should go for it."

A Formula for Coke
Palmer began working at Coca-Cola with a mixture of eagerness and nervou sness. "I remember
thinking, 'Oh, my God, can I rea lly do this?'" she
says. "I told myself, 'All you've got to do is replicate
what you've already done, because you have a formula that works.' Once I understood that, I got excited about the possibilities. I knew I could do it."
Three years later, Palmer was tapped to help
start a new company, Coca-Cola Enterprises Inc.,
which has become the world's largest bottler ofCocaCola products. Now, as corporate vice president and
treasurer, her responsibilities include management
of the company's $9.5 billion multi-currency debt
portfolio, its $2.1 billion pension plan and 40l(k) plan
investments. She is also involved in currency and
global cash management, and commercial and
investment banking relationships .
Cola-Cola Enterprises President and CEO
Henry A. Schimberg is impressed by her grasp of primary business issues. ''Vicki has made a significant
contribution toward the company's growth, partic-
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ularly as it relates to efficient and resourceful manageme nt of the company's debt portfolio," says
Schimberg. Palmer's financial management experti se also has contributed toward significant gains the
company has enjoyed in its share price for stocks
over the past few years, he says.

A Mentor's Philosophy
Personal integrity is one of the keys that
unlocked the door to the corporate world for Palmer.
"To get to this level in a corporation, it's a given that
you have to be good at what you do, especially if you
are African America n and female ," she says. "While
I certainly have had to fight my share of battles, I
choose not to focus on those. You can choose to wallow in se lf-pity, or you can choose to proceed. When
you work hard and strive for excellence, you bui ld
your reputation and you build relationships with
people. Once you get there, you don't have to prove
who you are and what you stand for over and over
agai n .''
Palmer focuses more these days on helping
young people build their careers than on worrying
about what she has to prove . She .is helping to create avenues to expose black youths to corporate
finance ; too few enter the field because they don 't
know enough about it, she says. In a sense, Palmer
is repeating what menton; in the early days of her
career did for her.
"Vicki is always reachjng back to help someone,"
says childhood friend ,Jewel Wilburn , now manager of perso nnel systems at Federal Express. "Some
people reach a certain status in their lives where
they forget peo ple in their past. But she hasn't forgotten .''
Palmer has been honored many times for her
accomplishments. She now serves on several boards
of directors, including one for First Tennessee
National Corp., the parent company of the bank
where she once worked . One of The U of M's
Distinguished Alumni, she was recently named one
of 20 Women of Power and Influence in Corporate
America by Black Enterprise Magazine.
But perhaps the best accolades of all come from
old friends and advisers like Memph ian Maxine
Smith, a member of the Tennessee Board of Regents:
"Throughout her corporate ascendancy, Vicki has
never lost her common touch . Her community service, her concern for education and young people, all indicate a
very giving persona .
"S he has kept her eyes on the
prize. In addition to being a prize, she
has achieved what can be considered a
gigantic and well-deserved prize." ♦
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Alumni Association Memberships
Provide Opportunities for Young People
A trio of energetic freshmen will be entering The
U ofM this fall as Legacy Scholars. Emily Olson,
Alana Walk and Victoria White have been awarded
the $1,000 scholarships created by the Alumni.
Association's Life Member endowment.
Olson, daughter of David E. and Barbara H. (BS
'68) Olson , graduated from Memphis St. Agnes
Academy, where she worked on Calliope, the school's
literary magazine, and was a peer mentor and captain of the Knowledge Bowl team . A nominee for the
Michelle Sting Fine Arts Award, she won first place
in the Mid-South Fair art competition. Olson, who
plans to major in graphic design, participated in cross
country, golf and swimming. She was a leader in her
youth group at St. Louis Church, served as a Baptist
Memorial Hospital Volunteen and helped with the
hospital's Kids Fest and 5K Run. She also volunteered for MJFA's Christmas store and Meals on
Wheels program.
Walk graduated from Memphis Catholic High
School, where she was named to Who's Who Among
American High School Students. She was treasurer of
the Student Government Association and an officer of
the math, Spanish and science clubs. She also was a
member of the concert band , parade band , Black
Student Association, drama club and Life Club . The
daughter of Allen E. Walk (BA '78) and Janie B.
Wright, she is known for her poetry readings at the
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school's Heritage Day assembly pro
community service, Walk h as volunt
Link , Birthright, St. Peter Villa Reh
Nursing Center and the Memph is p·
Museum. At The U ofM, Walk pla n
cation.
White participated in n umerou
tions and volunteer projects during
Branch (Miss.) High School. Th rou
the Beta Club, she visited children
Children's Medical Center. She h e]
less while in New York as a membe
Sings choral group and performed i
Thanksgiving Day parade. She als
for the DeSoto County Sunrise Chi]
National Honor Society mem ber.
major i.n communications, won reco
writing in the DeSoto County Word
tion and an essay contest. She wor
television station OBTV as a news
tor and news director. She is t he da
and Sandra Truett White (BBA '70)
Each scholarship is a four-year
provided the recipient maintains a
grade point average of 2.5 for the fi
and 3.0 thereafter. Recipients must
grandparent who is a member of th
Alumni Association.
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New Faces
Alumni

The University of Memphis
ssociation, 1998-99

Newly Elected Council Members:
Harvey Berkowitz (BBA '69), president of Factory's Inc., who rPpresents
Atlanta (not pictured); Dennis Biodrowski (BS '63 ), who represents Dallas/Ft.
Worth (not pictured); Homer Branan (BBA '68, LlB '68), attorney/partner at
Farris, Matthews, Gilman, Branan & Hellen (not pictured); Henri Brooks
(BSEd '72), Tennessee state representative, who represents Shelby County;
Carol Chumney (BA '83, JD '86), Tennessee state representative a nd attorney
at Glankler Brown, who represents Shelby County; Larry Cox (BBA '69, MBA
'73), president of the Memphis/Shelby County Airport Authority; Bob Eoff (BA
'71), president/general manager ofWREG-TV; Jimmy D. Fouts Sr. (BBA '6::J),
managing partner of Fouts & Morgan PC; Mike Garibaldi (BA '75),
president/owner of Garibaldi's Pizza (not pictured); Richard Glassman (BS '69,
JD '72), attorney/partner at Glassman, Jeter, Edwards & Wade; Brad Hancock
(BBA '80), executive vice president of the Bank of J ack son , who represents
Jackson, Tenn.; Shirley Hilliard (BSEd '74, MEd '77,
EdD '97), counselor for the Memphi s Board of
Education; Dennis H. Jones (BBA '73 , MS '74),
senior vice president of Inform ation
Telecommunications and CIO for Federal
Express Corp. ; John T. Lawrence (BS '70),
owner of J & L Yogurt Inc.; Rick Masson
(BA '78, MS '87), chief admini strative officer
for the city of Memphis; Marsha McDonald
(BA '73), president of the Advertising Agency
Division, Design Group Inc.; Gaelin D.
Neely (BBA '84), owner of Neely's Restaurant
(not pictured); P.T. "Pete" Pinckney (BBA '62),
president of Network Systems Inc.; Barbara
Pres<;ott (BSEd '71 , MEd '73), licensed professional
counselor and Memphis City Schools board member; Ken
Sossaman (BBA '75 ), president/CEO of Sossaman,
Bateman & Associates; Johnnie R. Turner (MEd
'71), executive secretary of the NAACP; and
Walter J. Winfrey (BA '81), director of th e
Memphis Police Department.
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If you are interested in serving as a
volunteer chapter or club leader, let
us hear from you! Call the Alumni
Association at 901 I 678-2586 or
800 I 678-8729.

CHAPTERS
Arts & Sciences
The ACTER Company of Great
Britain, a Royal Shakespeare
Company, will perform The Tempest
as part of the chapter's Theatre
Night fund-raiser Sept. 23. The
event is being coordinated by Timm
Stubbs (BS '71, MA '95), chapter
past president; Dr. Delano Black,
associate dean of Arts and Sciences;
and Dr. Robert Hetherington, chair
of Theatre and Dance.
The chapter's annual Outstanding Alumni Awards banquet will be

ALUM

held Oct. 29 at the Ridgeway Inn.
Ray Clapsadle (BS '85, MS '87,
PhD '94) is chapter president.

tional Marching Band Competition,
slated for Oct. 17. Pam Patterson
(BFA '82) is chapter president.

AUSLP

Business & Economics

Spring and summer graduates
and their families were honored at a
reception hosted by the chapter at
the Memphis Speech and Hearing
Center. Attending were Dean
Maurice Mendel, past president
Teresa Harwood (MA '91 ), board
member Jan Covington (BSEd '69,
MA '71), and Director of Alumni
Programs Wayne Andrews.
Rena Booth (BBA '89, MA '93 ) is
chapter president.

The chapter's golf tournament
will be held Sept. 10 at Cherokee
Valley Golf Course. Event co-chairs
are John Teasley (BBA '92) and
Terry Morris (BBA '91).
An Internet seminar will be
held Aug. 18 in the Sparks Family
Marketing Center. Rob Evans (MBA
'97) is seminar chair.
New chapter officers are
Gayle Powelson (BBA '81,
MBA '97), president; Rob Evans
(MBA '97 ), president-elect; Terry
Morris (BBA '91 ), treasurer; and
Brenda Vanderslice (BBA '85),
secretary.

Band
The chapter is making plans for
the 37th annual Mid-South Invita-

NEWS

Education
"The College Through the Eyes
of the Student" was the theme for
the chapter's May event. Speakers
included Frank Holmes (BA '75),
associate vice president for
advancement/alumni affairs;
students from the College of
Education; and Dr. Len Sumner
(EdD '83), past chapter president.

Emeriti
Members toured the Wonders
Series exhibit "Ancestors of the
Incas: The Lost Civilizations of
Peru" at The Pyramid and
enjoyed lunch at the Spaghetti
Warehouse.
New officers include: David A.
Collins (MA '62), president; Dr.
Dorothy Arata, president elect;
Linda Hayward, secretary; and Dr.
Robert Tvedt, treasurer.

Student Jeremy German {left) and Marlon Haines show their true blueberry spirit at the Young
Alumni Council's pie-eating contest during Blue-Gray Weekend. Cheri Devault (MS '98) looks on.
German was the winner. (Photo by Darrin Devault)

Engineering
New members of the chapter's
board include Barbara Wilson (BS
'86, MBA '93), president; David
Branch (BS '89), vice president; and
Monique Castellaw (BS '82, BSCE
'88), past president.

Journalism
The chapter presented the
Journalism Alumni Scholarship to
Gary Parrish Jr. at its annual
awards banquet. Past president
Ruth Ann Hale (BA '85) presided.
The chapter also held a luncheon
honoring journalism graduates.
New officers are Kini Kedigh
(BA '76), president; Tom Stone (BS
'71), president-elect; Jerome Wright
(BA '72), treasurer; and Russ Fly
(BA '75), secretary.

, Who holds a certificate ot
anced study in human development from Harvard.

rllCing

ry staff to

design a course for their audience, which ranges from middle
school to university students. The teachers raise awareness of
moral issues stemming from the Holocaust and how these fac-
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While teaching, Strom often finds herself learning as well.
For example, she learned about anti-lynching activist Ida B.
Wells while researching a community guide on Memphis. "It's
not enough to teach history as a monument," Strom says.
"You're missing the living lessons that history gives us."

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

and discussed the school's future
goals. Director of Alumni Programs
Wayne Andrews and Director of
Annual Giving Jeannie Byassee
participated.

after 20 years of teaching. Professor
Margaret Aiken, chapter president
Darren Perry (BSN '96), and other
guests shared experiences and stories about Eden-Kilgour.

Luther C. McClellan Black Alumni

Women's Leadership Council

The chapter is selling posters
of its commissioned artwork,
"Realizing the Dream," commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
The work was painted by Jerry and
Terry Lynn, twin brothers and students at The U of M. You may order
posters by calling 678-2586 or
800/678-8729.
New officers are Sandra Hamer
(BA '89), president; Olander Franklin (BA '81), vice president; Sandra
Brooks (BBA '87), secretary; and
Cynthia Johnson (BA '93), treasurer.

New board officers for the council are Patricia "Patti" Spicci (MEd
'84), president; Eva Phillips (BBA
'94), vice president/membership;
Beverly Vaughan (BBA '78, JD '84),
vice president/programs; and
Michelle Fowlkes (MPA '80), secretary/treasurer.

Law
Chapter members discussed
the state of the law school with
students and faculty at its annual
meeting in April. Dean Donald
Polden and chapter president Art
Quinn (JD '78) led panel discussions
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Nursing
More than 75 alumni, students
and friends honored Dr. Shirley
Eden-Kilgour with a farewell picnic.
They ate barbecue and enjoyed a
"roast" of Eden-Kilgour, who retired

Young Alumni Council
During Blue-Gray Weekend
YAC sponsored the barbecue challenge and the "Tiger Playpen,"
which featured games, face-painting
and a pie-eating contest. They also
participated in the Hands on
Memphis project.
New officers for 1998-99 are
Darrin Devault (BA '93), president;
Rhonda Garvey, (BS '95) vice president/membership; Tammy Braly
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CLUB NEWS
(BA '96), vice president/special
events; and Ted Showalter (BBA
'91), secretary.

CLUBS
Atlanta
The club is planning a golf outing in September. Tom Capon (BBA
'70) is club president.

Bartlett
New members of the board of
directors include Anita Black
(BBA '87), vice president/programming; Melanie Cummings (BSEd
'88, MEd '95), secretary/treasurer;
and Bettye Archer (BS '64). Kay
Price (BBA '64) was re-elected president. The club will host a booth at
the Bartlett Celebration Sept. 18
and 19.

C L A S S N
Collierville

Germantown

Teachers at Collierville and
Houston high schools were honored
at breakfast receptions in May. More
than 100 teachers attended each
reception. The teachers received U
of M badges and were encouraged to
promote the University among their
students. In attendance were Dr.
David Patterson, director of the
University Honors Program; Frank
Holmes, associate vice president for
advancement/alumni affairs; and
Wayne Andrews, director of alumni
programs. Pete Pinckney (BBA '62)
is club president.

The club held its annual barbecue program at the Pickering Center
with featured speakers Lady Tiger
basketball coach Joye Lee-McNelis
and Dean Donna Randall of the
Fogelman College of Business and
Economics. Club president Jo Byrd
Tucker (BSEd '82) presided. The
club has new board members: Kevin
Snider (JD '96) and Nancy (BS '64)
and Richard (BBA '67) Mattox.

Dallas/Ft. Worth
Board member Dennis
Biodrowski (BS '63) was elected to
the Alumni Association's board of
directors as a district council member. A former professional football
player, he played in Super Bowl I.

Nashville
President V. Lane Rawlins spoke
at the club's President's Banquet at
Union Station Hotel. Joe Wolf(BBA
'91) is club president. Members met
Kevin Roper (BA '82, MA '93), vice
president for advancement and marketing. Frank Holmes, associate vice
president for advancement/ alumni
affairs, and Wayne Andrews, director of alumni programs, attended.
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I
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Information received is printed as space permits. Send information to:
Alumni Center; The University of Memphis; Memphis, TN 38152
Phone 901 /678-2586 • E-mail to: alumni@cc.memphis.edu
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1953
Cleo P. Long (BS) was
named 1998 Outstanding
Dietetic Educator by the
Dietetic Educators of
Practitioners. She recently retired as head of
the Clinical Nutrition,
Dietetics and Food Administration Department at
Shelby State Community
College.

1958

J. Richard Walker
J. Richard Walker (BBA,
MA '60) was named chair
of the Memphis Area
Teachers' Credit Union
board of directors. He retired after a 29-year career
with the Memphis City
Schools, where he served
14 years as assistant superintendent of business affairs and three years as
director of finance.

1960
Dana Lynn Dreinhofer
(BA), manager of publications service in University
Relations at the University
of Wyoming, received the
1998 Meyer Family Staff
Service Award for dedication and service to the
university community.
Dreinhofer has a master's
degree in journalism from
the University of Wyoming
and lives in Laramie.

.J
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1961

in Montgomery, Ala. He
lives in the Birmingham area
with his wife, Janice.

1970

C.M. "Mickey" Ison
C.M. "Mickey" Ison (BBA
'61) is managing member of
Bean, Ison & Ruleman
PLLC, CPAs & Consultants.
The firm was formed when
Bean & Ison PLLC CPAs &
Consultants merged with
Philip A Ruleman CPA
Dr. Jane Walters (MA) won
the National Conference of
Christians and Jews Humanitarian Award. She is commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Education.

1967
Charles R. Beck (BFA) is
special projects manager and
aquarium curator for the
Memphis Zoo.

1969
Gregory 0. Hnedak (BS),
co-owner and founder of
Hnedak Bobo Group, is a
Fellow of the American
Institute of Architects.
Jim Thomasson (BA)
retired from the Air Force in
1994 and is now a senior
financial analyst for Federal
Express Corp. He has graduate degrees from the
University of Michigan and
the Naval War College.
John Wilcox (BBA) is coowner of Capitol Container,
a corrugated box company

Charles E. Earle (BS, MEd
'81), principal of Fairview
Junior High School, has been
elected to the board of directors of Crime Stoppers of
Memphis Inc.
David H. Marsh (BFA) of
Louisville, Ky., is senior marketing manager for dry bulk
products for the Mobile
Transfer Equipment Group of
Blackmer, a Dover Resources
company. He is responsible
for product development in
the Americas.

1971
Deborah Camp Correll
(BA, MA '79), president of
Delta Consulting Group Inc.,
was elected to the board of
directors of Crime Stoppers of
Memphis Inc.

O T E

S

Memphis City Schools'
CLUE program for academically talented children since
1976.

Harold Steinberg (MBA)
has been nominated to the
board of directors of NITRO,
an association of privately
held home fashion retailers .
He and his wife Margie own
Reverie Fine Linens and
Down, which received the
Small Business of the Year
award from Germantown
magazine in 1994.

1973
James M. Phillips (BBA,
MBA '75) of Knoxville is
chair/president/CEO of
Interactive Pictures Corp.
Richard V. Rucker (BBA)
was promoted to vice president of product management
for PCS Nitrogen Inc.

1974

1972
Dr. Billy C. Boyd (BS, MS
'80, EdS '87) is president of
the Southeastern Association
of Schools, Colleges and
University Staffing. He lives
in Clarksville, Tenn.
William J. Brigance (BBA,
MBA '7 4) is senior vice president/ lending for the Bank of
Bartlett.
Tinian Vandergriff Molloy
(BSEd, MSEd '79) received
the Outstanding Teacher of
the Year award at the 18th
annual conference of the
Tennessee Association for
the Gifted. A teacher at
Cordova Optional School,
she has taught in the

Harry Draper
Harry Draper (BS) has
been named managing director of VVP America Inc.'s
Glasscraft Division, the
world's largest fabricator of
heavy glass table tops. He
also is a member of VVP
America's executive committee.
Shirley Hilliard (BSEd,
MEd '77, EdD '97) is a member of the Board of Advisors
of Bridges Inc.
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R. Michael Potter (JD), a
member of the firm Burch,
Porter & Johnson PLLC,
received the Ira Samelson
Jr. Distinguished Service
Award from the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Greater
Memphis.
Susan F. Shreve (BSEd,
MEd '80) is director of human resources for Methodist
Healthcare.
Larry Thompson (MBA)
is senior vice president for
operations for Memphis
Light, Gas and Water
Division.

1975
Jim W. Horner (JD) of
Dyersburg, Tenn., is director of the Internal
Affairs Division of the
Tennessee Department of
Safety. He previously was
assistant director of the
Tennessee Law Enforcement Training Academy.
Ed Peters (MA) has moved
his business, Relationship
Marketing Institute, to St.
Petersburg, Fla., where he
lives on a 37-foot boat.

1976
Pam Crocker Thigpen
(BA) of Athens, Tenn., has
been named Teacher of
the Year for Ingleside
Elementary and systemwide Teacher of the Year
for Athens City Schools. She
also was named system
Teacher of the Year by the
Athens Area Chamber of
Commerce. Thigpen is a K-3
music specialist and is piloting a new piano/technology
lab. She and her husband,
Richard, have twin daughters, Emily and Elizabeth.
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Lynn Cherry (BBA), a sales
manager with The Peabody,
won the Peabody Hotel
Group Sales Manager of the
Year / Transient Market
Award.
Alan N. Graham (BS) of
Woodbridge, Va ., was named
an Agnes Meyer Teacher of
the Year by the Washington
Post. He teaches technology
education, math and drama
and coaches baseball at
Stewart M. Beville Middle
School in Dale City, Va.
Graham has taught for 21
years .
Jerry W. Olive (BBA) of
Ballwin, Mo., was issued a
patent for a surgical fluid
collection and disposal system.

Professor of Management
at Pfeiffer University in
Misenheimer, N . C . His
wife, Nancy Niles Minton
( BS), also teaches at
Pfeiffer while she finishes
her doctorate at Duke
University's Fuqua School of
Business. They have a
daughter, Teaka, and live in
Boone, N.C .

Drew & Martindale PC , he
and his wife Leigh Ann have
two sons, Gayden and Logan.

1977

Philip A. Ruleman
Philip A. Ruleman (BBA,
MBA '78, JD '81) is member
in charge of tax practice of
Bean, Ison & Ruleman
PLLC , CPAs & Consultants.
The firm was formed when
Bean & Ison PLLC CPAs &
Consultants merged with
Philip A. Ruleman CPA.
Deborah Bartlett Sells
(BSEd, MSEd '80) and her
husband Carroll announce
the birth of their son, George
Connor, on March 6. They
live in El Paso, Texas.

Penny Worley (BBA) of
Crye-Leike Inc. Realtors
received the 1997 National
Sales Award from the Realty
Alliance. She has obtained
the designations of Certified Builder Specialist,
Certified Residential
Specialist and Graduate
Realtors Institutes of
Tennessee.

By ltec
Alumnl
Association
J.lfe Members,
illdlvlduals
e -...~gthenln9
the University
and helping
young people
reach for

1980
John A. Good (BBA, JD '87)
is Securities Group chair of
the Baker, Donelson, Bearman & Caldwell law firm .
He concentrates his practice
in the areas of securities law
and regulation.

1981

1984

1978

Mark T. Chambers (BBA)
is a financial analyst
with Home-Bound Medical
Inc.

Ronald S. Reinhart (BBA,
MS '96) is director of accounting for the Regional Medical
Center at Memphis.

Joe Talarico (BBA) is retail
support specialist for the
Birmingham (Ala.) East division of Piggly Wiggly.

Keith Ottinger
Keith Ottinger (BBA)
was named vice president
of sales for Pioneer Inc .
Automotive Products . He
joined Pioneer in 1990 as
eastern regional sales
manager and was named
national sales manager in
1993. Ottinger directs
Pioneer's field sales force,
export sales, customer
service and in-house telesales department.
H. Frank Ricks Jr. (BS),
president and partner in
Looney Ricks Kiss Architects
Inc., is treasurer of Goals
for Memphis.

1979
Ha/Jackson
Hal Jackson (BPS) has been
promoted to vice president of
production for OneMusic
Corp. ofNashville. He lives in
Franklin, Tenn., with his wife
Cindy and son Curtis.

Gayden Drew IV
Gayden Drew IV (JD) of
Jackson, Tenn., is president
of the board of the Jackson
Family YMCA. He also
serves on the board of the
Tennessee Golf Association
and The U of M law alumni
chapter. A trial lawyer with

Lynnette Boney Wrenn
(PhD) has written a book,
Crisis and Commission
Government in Memphis,
about how the devastation
of the yellow fever epidemic and municipal bankruptcy in Memphis in 1879
led to one of the earliest
city commission governments in the United States.
An independent scholar,
Wrenn also is the author of
A History of the Cottonseed
Industry, 1855- 1955.

1985
Randell K. Brooks (JD) is
counsel for Monroe Kaufman
& McGhee PLLC.

Steven D. Olson (BS) is
vice president of finance for
Retirement Communities of
America.
Gayle L. Powelson (BBA,
MBA '97), international operations controller for Buckeye
Technologies Inc., is a member of the Alumni Association's board of directors.
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1983
Gary Casto (BBA) and his
wife Lesliane Casto (BBA
' 84 ) have moved to the
Chicago area with their
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children, Rachel and
Christopher. Gary is regional sales director with RhonePoulenc Rorer.

John W. Minton (MBA, MS
'83 ) is the Jefferson Pilot

Mark E. Ertel (MS) is dean
of students at Jacksonville
University in Florida. He has
been at the university since
1987 in the positions of assistant and associate dean of
students.
Dan Mahoney (BBA) is
manager of market research
for Piggly Wiggly.
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Walter Roop
Walter Roop (BBA), president of Walter Roop and
Associates, has earned the
Registered Health Underwriters professional designation from The American
College of Bryn Mawr, Pa.
Gregory R. Singleton
(BSEd, MSEd '94) won the
National Panhellenic
Conference Outstanding
Advisor Award for advancing
the educational objectives of
women's fraternities. He is
the first male to win the
award. Assistant executive
director of the Southeastern
lnterfraternity Council, he
is associate dean of students
at the University of Miami.

1986
Don Hudgins (BSCE) completed a 110-mile unicycle
trip from Memphis to Obion,
Tenn. He rode a speciallydesigned 28-inch diameter
unicycle imported from the
Netherlands on the threeday trip. Hudgins also has
bicycled from Memphis to
St. Louis and Dallas, and
along the Platte River m
Kansas and Nebraska.

1987
Maj. Mitchell E. Cassell
(BS) is serving with Marine
Heavy Helicopter Squadron
361, 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing, Marine Corps Air
Station, Santa Ana, Calif.
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(BBA) of Olive Branch,
Miss. , announce the birth
of their second child,
Courtney Rae, on March 4.
Their other daughter,
Michaela Nicole, is 4.
Melissa A. Maravich (JD)
has been named a member of
the law firm Burch, Porter &
Johnson PLLC.
Mary Melissa Newlon
(BSEd) is a captain in the Air
Force stationed at Pope AFB
in North Carolina.

Leigh Webb Robinson
(BBA, MBA '9 1) married
Greg Robinson Oct. 11, 1997.

1991
Beverly C.Austin (BPS), a
specialist in alternative dispute resolution processes
with The Accord Institute, is
chair of the Mediation
Association of TennesseeMemphis. She lives in Olive
Branch, Miss.

Jerry Glenn "Skip"
Campbell (MBA) received
the American Association of
University Professors award
for high academic achievement in the College of Applied Science and Technology
at East Tennessee State
University. He graduated

magna cum laude with a
degree in computer and information sciences. Campbell
lives in Elizabethton, Tenn.

Denver Dawson (BBA), a
mortgage accountant with
Union Planters Corp., recently received a certificate
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of recognition from the
Memphis City Council in
appreciation of his co ntributions to the community.
Kyle King (BA) was promoted to banking officer at
Victory Bank.

Melissa Clark Rothring
(BBA, JD '93) has been
named corporate counsel for
Blimpie International Inc.
She lives in Atlanta with her
husband Bob and children,
Stephen and Elizabeth.

1992
Keith Renard
Keith Renard (BPS) received two degrees from
the Professional Photographers of America, one of
three photographers to
receive these degrees in
1998. He owns and operates
Skipworth Exceptional
Portraiture.

1990

Shana McCoy Johnson
(JD) and her husband Jeff
had a daughter, Charleston
McCoy Johnson, March 23.
They live in Oakland, Tenn.
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State University and the
University of Tampa. She
lectured and had a show of
her work at Salem College.

1988

Harvey F. Greer Jr. (J.D.)
was promoted to director of
taxes for PCS Nitrogen Inc.

Marilyn J. Califf (MFA)
had photographs accepted by
exhibitions at the University
of Mobile, Stephen F. Austin

Tona Jackson Simpson
(BA, MA '95) is special campaigns coordinator for
Rhodes College. Before going

1989
Mike Boshers (BS) and
Patricia Phillips Boshers

Christina Von Cannon
Burdette (JD) has opened a
law office. Also a licensed
certified public accountant,
she is concentrating her practice on tax and estate planning, probate administration
and litigation support. She
had practiced with Hanover,
Walsh, Jalenak & Blair.
Lt. Mark Butler (BSME) is
serving aboard fleet ballistic missile submarine
USS Pennsylvania off
King's Bay, Ga.

to Rhodes, she was senior
program coordinator for The
U of M Alumni Association.
Carol Watkins (BS) is manager of information technology with Nike Inc.

Barry M. Allmon (BS) is a
project coordinator for
Jackson, Bronson & Feraci
Inc. Architects.

Tammy Townson Boyd
Tammy Townson Boyd
(MBA) is vice president of
finance for Porter-Cable
Corp. of Jackson, Tenn.
Steven B. Reichling (BS,
PhD '97) is curator ofreptiles
for the Memphis Zoo.

Skip Campbell
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tst:e1ve a gaff scholarship to then•
University, where he played for coach Roy Moore ,
"It was a tremendous opportunity for me," Lindsay says. 'Thlr
University didn't have its own golf course, so the country clubs
allowed us to play and practice on their courses. It was a real actvan,.
tage because we got to practice on different courses instead of seeing the same holes every day." Captain of the golf team, he set the
Universtty's match play record and was elected to the M Club Hall of Fame in 1981.
After graduation, Lindsay joined the Air Force, where he won 1Omilitary tournaments,
including the 1968 Air Force Worldwide Championship. He was first elected to the PGA in
1973. Two years later he was appointed head professional at Colonial. He became general
manager in 1989 and director of golf in 1992. He was named PGA Golf Professional of the
Year in 1983.
These days Lindsay has little time for playing golf, but officiates at all major events,
including the U.S. Open, British Open, PGA Championship, Seniors Championship and
Players Championship.
One of Lindsay's goals as president is to increase access to golf for those who can rarely
afford to play. The PGA of America's "First Tee" initiative has raised $45 million toward a goal
of $75 million to buy or lease golf courses across the country. These courses would charge
only a nominal fee for play. "I wanted to make a difference, to improve access to the game of
golf," he says. "Our goal is to have 50 courses by the end of the century, one in each state.
Without this, some kids may never get a chance to start playing golf."
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In Distinguished Company
The 1998 Distinguished Alumni Awards

Carol Cobb McCormack
(BPS) and her firm, Helix
Consulting Partners, have
joined with Summerfield
Associates Inc. to offer expanded human resource consulting. Helix advises
businesses in organizational
potential and enhancement.
President of the Society for
Human Resources Management-Memphis, McCormack
has more than 20 years of
experience in organizational
development and communication.

Susanne Laskowski (MS)
of Germantown was a finalist in Carefree Gum's "Search
for America's Funniest Mom."

Johnna Ree d e r Rogers
(BA), executive director of
the Obion County Chamber
of Commerce, is the youngest
director in Tennessee. She
lives in Union City with her
hu sband, John.

1995
Christopher B. Hamilton
(JD) is an associate with the

Daphne J. Thomas
Darren K. Helmers (BA) of
Nashville joined the firm
Baker, Donelson, Bearman &
Caldwell as a legislative
adviser with the firm's public policy group. He previously was a research analyst
for Tennessee state Sen. Pete
Springer and Speaker of

Daphne J. Thomas (BA)
is director of public relations for the Mid-South
Chapter of the American
Red Cross. Formerly she
was library news coordinator for the Memphis /Shelby
County Public Library and
Information Center.

1996
Tim Mays (BSCE) has
received a $100,000 National
Science Foundation research
fellowship in civil engineering. He is working on his
doctorate at Virginia Tech,
researching prevention of
structural damage during
earthquakes. Mays earned a
master's degree in civil engineering from Virginia Tech.

1997
Hallie William son (BA) is
project manager for the
Ramey Agency. She previously was marketing coordinator for Barnett Inc.

Lt. j.g. Kumar Atarth i (BS)

has completed a six-month
deployment to the Mediterranean Sea and the Arabian
Gulf with Carrier Airborne
Early Warning Squadron
123, embarked aboard the
USS George Washington. He
participated in Operation
Southern Watch and
Operation Bright Star and
visited France, Israel and
the United Arab Emirates.

Tim othy S. Brophy (MM),
a music teacher at Grahamwood Elementary School,
received the Disney American Teacher Award.

Tina Kirby (MA) and Kevin
Kirby (BA) are the parents
of a daughter, Anna Maria,
born September 23, 1997.

ations manager for Harrah's
Riverport Casino and Hotel
in St. Louis.

Steve Ma roney (JD) of
Jackson, Tenn., is a partner
with Waldrop & Hall. He
hosts a radio talk show on
politics and current events.

1993

Brian Sullivan (MBA) is
an account supervisor with
Thompson & Co. Previously
he was marketing and aper-
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1994

the House of Representatives
Jimmy Naifeh.

Faire Chandler Odle (BS)
married Herron Odle May
17, 1997. She is branch manager for Interim Personnel.

Cindy Rhin ehardt (BBA) is
controller for the Memphis
Area Chamber of Commerce.
Renee Baker and Al Hollingsworth
(above) joined hundreds of other alumni
and supporters at a glittering
Distinguished
Alumni Awards
banquet held at
The Peabody.
Honored with the
University's highest awards were
(from left) Kevin
Vaughan, Jack
Fishman, Bert
Bomb/um, David
Bomb/um, Vicki
Roman Palmer
and Dr. Charles
Brown. (Photos by
Morgan
Mukarram)

law firm Monroe Kaufman &
McGhee PLLC.

O T E S

Dr. B. Ch ance Gentry (BS)
earned a medical degree from
the University of Tennessee.
He lives in Jacksonville, Fla.,
with his wife Heather (BA
'91) and daughter Hannah,
and is in residency training
as a Navy lieutenant.

Kath y Mazzanti (MS) is
division director of RHI
Management Resources.

Loys A. "Trey" J ordan III
(JD) is an associate with the
law firm McDonald, Kuhn,
Smith, Miller & Tait.
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Henri Brooks, BSEd '72; Carol Chumney, BA '83, JD '86; Vivian Carter Dillihunt, BSEd '70,
MEd '72, EdD '86; Florence Crenshaw Hall, BS '89; William "Trip" Jones 111, BSET '77, MS '86; Bruce E. Williams, BA '77, JD '81

0

District Council Members Libby A. Hyatt Armstrong, BBA '61 (Nashville); Harvey Berkowitz, BBA '69 (Atlanta); Dennis
J. Biodrowski, BS '63 (Dallas/Ft. Worth); Robert W. Canfield Jr., BBA '59 (Boston); Tom Gerdes, BBA '61 (Denver); Brad
Hancock, BBA '80 (Jackson, Tenn.); Rick Kale, BSEd '72 (Jackson, Miss.); Carey Mulwee, BSCE '73 (St. Louis); Harry A. Paulk,
BS '60 (Chattanooga)

c:c

Constituent Chapters Arts & Sciences: Ray Clapsadle, BS '85, MS '87, PhD '94; AUSLP: Rena Booth, BBA '89, MA '93;
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■-
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Lloyd, BBA '76, treasurer; Frank R. Holmes, BA '75, secretary, ex officio; Harold W. Byrd, BBA '71, MS '75, past president;
Joyce McAnulty Blackmon, BS '66, MEd '70; Homer Branan, BBA '68, BL '68; Larry Cox, BBA '69, MBA '73; Bernice Bouie
Donald, JD '79; Bob Eoff, BA '71 ; Jimmy D. Fouts Sr., BBA '63; Mike Garibaldi, BA '75; Richard Glassman, BS '69 JO '72·
Shirley Hilliard, BSEd '74, MEd '77, EdD '97; J. Kevin Hyneman '83; Dennis H. Jones, BBA '73, MS '74; Patrick w'. Lawle( BA
~S '.81; John T. L~wrence, BS '70; Rick Masson, BA '78, MS '87; Marsha McDonald, BA '73; Gaelin 0. Neely, BBA
P.T.
Pete Pinckney, BBA 62; Barbara Prescott, BSEd '71 , MEd '73; Ken Sossaman, BBA '75; Johnnie Turner, MEd '71; Jeanette W.
Watkins, BSEd '69; James T. "Tom" Watson, BBA '70; Walter J. Winfrey, BA '81

■- At-large Council Members

E

Carol Cobb McCormack

Board of Directors Stephen W. Vescovo, BBA '77, JD '80, president; J. Kenneth Hazen, BA '75, president-elect; Patrick N.

c:c

Band: Pam Patterson, BFA '82; Business & Economics: Gayle Powelson, BBA '81 , MBA '97; Education: TBA; Emeriti: David A.
Collins, MA '62; Engineering: Barbara Wilson, BS '86, MBA '93; Journalism: Kini Kedigh, BA '76; Law: Art Quinn, JD '78; Luther
C. McClellan: Sandra Hamer, BA '89; Nursing: Tammy Charlton, BSN '96; Student Alumni Association: Chancellor Rudgley;
University College: Rose Klimek, BPS '85; Women's Leadership Council: Patricia "Patti" Spicci, MEd '84; Young Alumni Council:
Darrin Devault, BA '93
~ of M Clubs Atlanta: Tom Capon, BBA '70; Bartlett: Kay Price, BBA '64; Big Hatchie (Covington): C. Mike Travis, BS '77;
Birmingham: Dewayne Nix, BSEd '72; Chattanooga: TBA; Collierville: P.T. "Pete" Pinckney, BBA '62; Dallas/Ft. Worth: Brian
Kelley, BBA '69; Eastern Arkansas: Carlton Coveny, BA '88; Germantown: Jo Byrd Tucker, BSEd '82; Houston: Sam Blustein,
BSEE '75; Jackson, Tenn.: Jim Murdaugh, '70; Nashville: Joe Wolf, BBA '91

Alumni Staff Associate VP for Advancement/Alumni Affairs, Frank Holmes, BA '75; Director of Alumni Programs, Wayne
Andrews; Communications Coordinator, Gabrielle Maxey, BA '80; Community Affairs Coordinator, Kathy O'Gwin, BA '74;
Director of Annual Giving, Jeannie Byassee; Program Coordinator, Laurie Laing, BA '92

Susanne Laskowski
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MEMORIAM

The University of Memphis
Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends
of these individuals:

Alumni
(Listed alphabetically by graduation
date)

1920s-30s
Ruby P. King '20, '35, '52, May '98
Joseph R. Morton, '30, May '98
May U. Landstreet '32, May '98
Louise T. Dunagan '34, April '98
Minneola N. Hesseltine '35, March '98
May Bowen Proctor '35, Feb. '98
Claude Franklin Sanders '35,
March '98
Mary Holland Colwick '36, April '98
Jerome Rosengarten '36, April '98
Louis Miller '37, March '98

1940s-50s

1980s-90s

Walter I. Forrester '40, June '98
Rosa Cockroft Nixon '45, '60,
March '98
Robert Price '49, May '97
Frank F. Chapman '50, '64, Feb. '98
Will Hayden Medling '50, March '98
Robert L. Vaughn '50, May '98
Charles J. Bailey '53, March '98
Grover C. Driver Jr. '53, April '98
Dr. Charles C. Irving '53, April '98
Annie M. Porter '54, April '98
Dr. Ruth E. Knowlton '55, '70,
March '98
C. Donald Flippin '56, March '98
Ned Norworth '56, May '98
Louis 0. Only Jr. '57, March '98
Eula D. Sprague '57, '61, May '98
Ozelle H. Van Blue '57, '59, May '98
Jewel F. Evans '58, '61, May '98
Charles 0. Friedman '58, March '98
Charles L. Reid '58, April '98
Charles B. Trotter '58, March '98
Virginia Skinner Caradine '59,
Feb. '98
Mary Ross Turner '59, March '98

Mark W. Garrett '81, April '98
Wanda H. Goodrich '84, April '98
Julie H. Brea '85, May '98
Larry L. Hodges '85, May '98
Leslie P. Wojak '86, '88, May '98
Sally S. Richey '87, April '98
Richard C. Simon '93, April '98
Donald B. Moore '94, March '98

1960s-70s
John V. Pera '60, March '98
Leota H. Coleman '61, '70, April '98
Bessie Lynwood Stovall '61, April '98
James Larry Lucas '62, April '98
John J. Coll '64, April '98
Barbara B. Henderson '66, March '98
Doris Strauss Kiersky '66, April '98
Clarence E. Rose '66, Feb. '98
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Gerald L. Krause '67, May '98
Maj. Newton C. Myers II '67, Feb. '98
Paul D. Tracy '67, April '98
Marye B. Trezevant '67, '7 4, May '98
Floesta T. Fleming '68, May '98
Virginia D. Fox '68, May '98
Althea B. Price '69, April '98
David L. Stroupe '69, Feb. '98
Dr. Patrick B. Hazard '70, April '98
Howard H. Mann '70, May '98
Anthony T. Byrd '71, '77, March '98
Laura Smith Lartigue '71, Feb. '98
Nancy Few Staton '71, May '98
Marvin W. Webb '71, Feb. '98
Ada Wright Reid '72, Feb. '98
Thomas J. Escue '73, March '98
Charles E. Lomax '73, May '98
Craig L. Koon '7 4, April '98
Michael Maxwell '74, '78, May '98
Doris Reed Patterson '74, March '98
Jessie M. Rhoden '75, May '98
John Rigdon Hamner '77, April '98

Faculty/Staff

'

Dr. Lynn Gresham Calhoun, '72, '7 4,
June '98
Dorothy Coleman, June '98
Rebecca Pygumn Dorse,
March '98
Dr. George W. Etheridge, April '98
Grace P. Foy, May '98
James E. Grantham, April '98
Frank P. Paullus, March '98
Annilee M. Rudolph, March '98
Louise M. Ward, April '98
Dr. William H. Zuber Jr. '60,
March '98

Friends
George E. Belote Jr., June '98
Frances G. Boone, April '98
Dr. Charles L. Clarke, May '98
Charles J. Goggio, May '98
C. Dean Herndon, April '98
Elizabeth D. Lawler, May '98
Harry I. Ludeke, March '98
Francis Mah, March '98
Jack R. Malone, March '98
Allen B. Morgan, Feb . '98
Betty C. Parker, April '98
James N. Redd_och, March '98
Gordon P. Schrock, April '98
Col. Ralph N. Stovall, April '98

77.
A retired superintendent of the
Gulley coached and taught at three WestT~
and was principal of Newbern (Tenn.) High.
While at The U of M, he played football and later was a memben>f
the M Club and the Highland Hundred. He was president of the
Alumni Association from 1969-70. Gulley also served on the board of
the directors of The University of Memphis Foundation.
He is survived by his wife, Mary Ann Rowlett Gulley (MS '69);
daughter Jane Gulley Garner (BSEd '70) of Daphne, Ala.; son John
Buxton Gulley Jr. of Jackson, Tenn.; and three grandchildren.
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The University of Memphis
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This high-energy group of enthusiastic students helped newcomers learn
about The U of M during orientation this summer. The University of Memphis'
orientation guides are chosen from a group of campus leaders through a highly selective process that incorporates an elaborate application, interviews and
a rigorous training program. Orientation guides help students become acclimated to the University by imparting information through small-group settings,
answering questions and offering advice. (Photo by Frankee Smith Rains)
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